Temporal trends of organochlorine residues in lizard goby Rhinogobius flumineus from the river Nagaragawa, Japan.
PCBs, DDTs, HCHs (BHCs) and Chlordane compounds were analyzed in lizard goby, Rhinogobius flumineus collected from the River Nagaragawa, Japan during the period from 1968 to 1986. High residue levels of PCBs, DDTs and HCHs were found during late 1960s and early 1970s. From early 1970s, the residual levels started declining and the lowest levels were reached during the 1980s. In 1986, the residual concentrations of PCBs, DDTs and HCHs were 150, 6.2 and 2.2 ng/g which were 100, 100 and 210 times less than the highest values recorded during the years 1969, 1968 and 1970 respectively. Unlike these pollutants, residual concentrations of chlordane compounds have showed about a 5-fold increase from 5.4 ng/g in 1970 and reached the level of 25 ng/g in 1986.